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SECRET  SEOUL  001845 
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E.O.  12958:  DECL:  06/19/2017 

TAGS:  KS  MARR  MOPS  NATO  PGOV  PREL  ZK 

SUBJECT:  ROKG  SUPPORTS  REQUEST  FOR  DEMARCHE  ON  SCO 

REF:  STATE  80727 

Classified  By:  POL  M/C  Brian  D.  McFeeters.  Reasons  1.4  (b,d) . 

^1 . (S)  On  June  19,  Hong  Sa  Won  Hwi  of  the  Security  Policy 

Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Trade 
delivered  the  ROKG  response  to  ref tel  demarche.  Hong  said 
that  he  fully  sympathizes  with  U.S.  concerns  over  the  SCO's 
recent  movement  in  military  and  political  affairs.  To  this 
end,  he  relayed  the  talking  points  contained  in  reftel  to  the 
ROK  embassy  officers  stationed  in  SCO  member  states. 

According  to  Hong,  "they  will  appropriately  transfer  our  fear 
of  the  SCO's  political  movement,  especially  on  the  Manas  Air 
Base."  However,  Hong  also  cautioned,  "given  that  my  country 
is  not  a member  or  observer  of  the  SCO,  I can't  confirm  right 
now  how  effective  their  efforts  will  be." 
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